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the revolutionary movement failed; and though
the executions were restricted to a comparatively
small part of England they were numerous and
continuous. They were especially numerous in
London, which was the one great town of
the kingdom, the one place where opinion
could be easily inflamed and where also
was the chief strength of this small religious
'minority. The north and west were almost
untouched and the Midlands were not seriously
disaffected.
In this way the last half of Mary's reign was
filled with the perpetual attempt to suppress the
revolutionary movement as a religious rather than
as a political thing. A few more years of perse-
cution would almost certainly have been successful
but it was cut off short by Mary's death at the
end of 1558, when she had reigned only five and
a half years.
It is significant that the chief promoter of
these burnings was Paget, a man personally
indifferent in religion but himself one of the new
millionaires, filled with Church loot. It is signi-
ficant also that the Council was so determined
in its policy, in order to show its power against
Philip, that its members even took advantage
'of Mary's illness to try to put to death one of her
own favourites, whom she with difficulty saved.